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HEMORANDUM FOR MR, WISNZR
SUBJLLT: Notes on State-JC3 Discussion of Indochina - 4 September

Maokrthur

Decision to send nine batialions Urom France's NAT( forces will
be terribly umpopular with substential secters of French opinion, If
Parlissent returns bafore it can be pragpanted as a %%ﬁ
is highly likely that the Chsuber may ~epudiste it g down Lhe
Lanial gowernment. It ia perfoetly olasr that Lanjel is the last
Frenoh premisr who has the cowsge Lo take a fortihright “win the war"
approach to Indochina and that any successor governamesnt would adopt
a polloy looking towmrd ultisate withdvewal short of viotory.

The original plan was Lo et tae nine battalions to Indochina
by air by mid-September, This date hes now besn advassed to 1
Hovember whish means beginning the movement by 1 Outober. This in
turn requires notification % the Irecch by 11 September of American
willingness to foot & large share of ihe tetal bdll (335,000,000).
Thus ouwr goverrment sust males its decismion st the 450 keeting on
11 September and spparently izsedistely theresafter the Presideat
will seek the informal contwrenc: of Gongressionsl leandsrs.

Horghants

Haphasiged unfavorable French politicnl situstion and stressed
that the bulk of the noney would go to budgetary aid sad that i Wds
course of action proved sucsessful it would provide tha best and
poasibly only chance of Fresch ratifisation of EDC.

Radford:

Fallwres in Indoohina have been more pelitical than military.
The situation has deteriorated particuiarly with the split of autho~
rity following the death of Delattre. The proposed plan if carried
out aggressively will Yalmost certainly” provide sufficient viciory
in two, or naybe in one, years to pmywit the substsntisl redeploment
of Franch troops to Iurepe. :nfmwwmmﬁmm:lthw
military comonsense last Octobexr he dould have won o smashing
vigtory. Mr. Dulles's statemsnt at 5. Louis will be particularly
helpful in convincing the Premch comasndera tast they can foocus oo
defeating Viet Minh divisisns without concera for Chinwse inter-
wvention which has in the psst caused thsm to imuwpbilize too much
of the Dalta Carrison. O'Dadel should come back appruximately
1 Oeteber beomuse he can speak with much more suthoriiy then can
anyone permanantly on the spot. |
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HacArt.ur:

Morsover, 0'Daniel would return more op leas a8 & nero for having
prooured the additional Anarics:n aid gad Freach troops.

Cabell:

U'Daniel should be gives instructicas to lmpress upon Navarre
the necessity for atepplag wp guerriila aouivity and saking it wnder
his personal supervisioa. Buriag ais vieiis to Guerrilla training
installations, Cabell was Tavorably lspressed with tha quality of
the training but feels thai e Frenca have set their sipghts too

lwmmofwaammmaiblamimuafmm
forges. If Navarr ] Sy hia

One of the troubles with Freach attitudes toward guerrilla
activities has been their distrust of the Vietnsnese recruited for

Unimpressed by Havarre. Joes not regard his proposals as display-
ing an offensive fighting henrt. Do we give them the entire check and
umlygmmt they will carry euttheuppmumwm?

Naerchant:

- The fact that owr aid allacation will be drawn dow: a chunk at a
tmmmmatmwhawmawemw'amwﬁmmt
Freneh live up to thedir pari of the bargain, Gonsideriag the poli-
tical risk that Laniel is taking, it 1a a0t wise for us to inasist on
any formal step by step series o coign itmenig,

Carneys

If the French and the Viet lam cau knogk off tne six Viet Minn
divisions, what i now & formal ¢ivil war can be reducec 1o a guerrille,
which ths Vietnamase can wind P with Livtle or no Hwrope assistanca.

Radford:

. m&mmm;minxomummmmmﬁmmm
Wanupinmtocadmamgumb. There is no reasen why tiis

Dadean has created lapressicas lroa "pretty good® to Hextormaly
high®, and should oot adveraely eifoct javarre's expcution of his plan.
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